




Here are the facts
sur rounding

M o n t g o m e r y
County’s proposed

acquisition of the 52-acre GE Technology
Park and 36-acre Finmarc properties.   On
January 22, 2008 the County Council was
briefed on:  “County Property Use Study, a
proposal to relocate services from Public
Safety Training Academy (PSTA) and
County Service Park to GE Tech Park in
Gaithersburg”.  The County Property Use
Study was prepared for Montgomery
County by The Staubach Company and
includes some data that our Kentlands
community was not informed of by
County representatives at the February 27
Board of Trustees meeting.  The 52-acre
GE Tech Park site with its existing office
building would absorb Board of Elections
offices, Police Headquarters for 1st
District, Public Safety Training
Classrooms, Fire and Rescue
Headquarters, Department of Homeland
Security, PSTA Gym/Firing Range, and
Helipad. The 36-acre Finmarc site with its
existing PeaPod warehouse would absorb
Department of Liquor Control and a new
facility for MCPS Food Services.
Montgomery County states that with each
site they “retain the option for future
development/expansion.” 

The County intends to abandon and
sell/swap approximately 1440-acres of
land at the existing PSTA site (along Rt.
28 between Key West and Great Seneca
Highway) and existing Crabbs Branch
Service Park (adjacent to the Shady
Grove Metro).  They state the following
reasons for leaving the existing PSTA
site:  Inconsistent with surrounding land
uses; Does not “fit” anymore; Does
nothing to advance Life Sciences Center
as a world class technology center; and
Near future transit stop.

The County has targeted the GE parcel
for the scope mentioned above, a parcel at
the Gude Landfill for MCPS school bus
storage and a County owned site in
Poolesville for the training vehicle track
and the Fire Department burn building.
GE, Gude and Poolesville are intended to
absorb these 144-acres of currently out-
grown County program.

Now here are the opinions surrounding
the County acquisition of the site.  The
math simply does not work.  144-acres
cannot fit into 119-acres (31 Gude + 52 GE
+ 36 Finmarc) when we have been told by
Montgomery County representatives that
they do not intend to develop the bulk of
the land on the GE/Finmarc site.
Montgomery County is currently
struggling with a roughly $300 million
dollar budget deficit.  The County owned
PSTA site land is valuable when combined
with the Belward – Johns Hopkins
Campus.  The County owned land
adjacent to Shady Grove Metro is even
more valuable and can be developed into a
viable transit oriented community by
private developers.  On any other occasion
I would applaud our County for trying to
make some money and sell off valuable
land, but not at the expense of Kentlands
and Lakelands.

The realities are serious indeed:  a
security fence would cut off our two
communities from the proposed City of

Gaithersburg Aquatics Center; truck and
emergency traffic would increase; land
between the office building and Route 28
would be used for future development;
and additional warehouse type structure
for food production would be
constructed.  The County states that the
PSTA is inconsistent with surrounding
land uses (hospital, school, housing and
retail), so how can they consider our
residential, park and school surrounding
land use more compatible?  This is not a
case of “not in my backyard.”  Our two
communities were developed after the GE
Building and Finmarc Warehouse and we
knew they were there. We did not object
to their intended office and light
industrial zoning or we would not have
purchased here. But there is a huge
difference if this land is owned and
controlled by a governmental authority
such as the County.

Take a moment to consider this and if
inspired please write to your
Montgomery County Council 100
Maryland Avenue Rockville, MD 20850
or City of Gaithersburg Council
cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov. (Please
refer to complete e-mail addresses for the
County Council on page 105 of the
Kentlands phone directory).

I’ll conclude with a cheerier topic.  A
successful strategic planning session of
the Board of Trustees took place
Saturday February 23.  Led by Vice
Chair Joyce Whitman, four words were
written on paper (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats)
and the Board and President
brainstormed for community issues to
place in each category.  We concluded
with a list of goals and priorities for
2008 and will follow up with developing
action plans for each at our next
planning session scheduled for April 5 at
10:00 a.m. at the Kentlands Clubhouse.  

The following highlights some of the
noted outcomes:

Strengths
Community Talent Potential
Political Strength with City of

Gaithersburg
Design Standards and Appearance
Reserve Study/Finances
Kentlands Reputation or Brand 

Weaknesses
Not Partnered with Surrounding

Communities
Lack of Strength with Montgomery

County
Code Enforcement
Project Management of

Maintenance/Vendors/Contracts

Opportunities
Committees
Volunteers
KCF Partnership

Threats
GE Tech/Avalon Bay
Storm Door Design Standard

Enforcement – inconsistent
Maintenance of KCA owned non-

functioning land
Undeveloped lot at Tschiffely and Otis �
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From the Board
By Robyn Renas, Chairperson of the KCA
Board of Trustees 




